C.2. Partner Organisation   

The ‘Liceo Scientifico B. Croce’ is a secondary state school with students aged 14-18. It has had an annex school for hospitalized children at the ARNAS ‘Civico e G. Di Cristina’ since 2006. Both the main school and the hospital are in the old town centre in an area called ‘Ballarò’, which  is mainly inhabited by families of Asiatic and African origin, whose children attend our school. The area is famous for its open-air markets and since it is quite near to the central railway station, we also have students coming from the neighboring towns and villages. Our hospital secondary school has been the first one in Sicily until 2011 when another school opened in Catania, a city on the east coast of the island. When the school opened there were teachers of the so called ‘common area subjects’ - subjects studied in all kinds of secondary schools: Italian, Maths and English - who had a part time schedule at the pediatric hospital ‘G. Di Cristina’. After a couple of years, teachers were assigned full time to the hospital school and now there are six of them working in four different hospitals in town with hospitalized students also coming from other cities. The students are in various wards and attend public or private schools - from the lyceum to the technical and vocational secondary school. The aim of the hospital school is to allow students who cannot attend their course of studies regularly because of health problems, to keep up with the curriculum and with their school-mates. This helps them feel easily reintegrated once they go back to their school and classes. In some cases where students attend more classes in the hospital school than in the school where they are regularly enrolled, the teachers of the hospital school take care of the final exams or of the mid-term or final evaluations. Students may have a short, medium or long hospital stay and once we register the student, we plan a personalized action according to their needs and health conditions. For long term hospitalized students, we normally get in touch with the school where they are enrolled; we plan our actions together with the student’s teachers and follow their instructions in regards to the curricula and contents. We also have meetings with them at their school when required. The hospital school has a room both at the pediatric hospital G. Di Cristina and at the ARNAS Civico. The lessons take place mainly in the wards and by the bed of the hospitalized student if they cannot leave their bed because of therapies or health problems. We have meetings with the medical staff and the hospital staff when problems arise or when we need the assistance of the psychologists to handle difficult situations. The school staff also take part in the meetings organized by the multidisciplinary group of the neuropsychiatric ward, where we plan extra curricular activities. We mainly use the so called ‘didattica breve’ method, a type of didactic based on shorter periods of time necessary for the teaching and learning of disciplinary contents, in order to achieve the stated objectives. 

We wish to join the eTwinning Erasmus Plus project because we believe that the sharing of experiences, methodologies and strategies can contribute to develop our competences in order to better cope with the students’ needs both under the personal and professional point of view. We also think that the exchange among students can give a valid contribution to their recovery process.

What are the activities and experience of the partner organisation and local associated partners in the areas relevant for this project?

What are the skills and/or expertise of key persons involved in this project.

Our institution has taken part to international projects including the Comenius projects of partnerships with other European schools and teachers courses for CLIL in the UK.

Besides having a Hospital School, our institution also has an annex by the local State Prison for those detainees who wish to improve their education and to get a diploma.

Our educational institution is very much concerned about getting learners to face diversity in a more tolerant way and with an open-minded attitude and teachers are willing to learn new methods and new technologies to better motivate learners. The school plans activities and courses that help students to achieve the best results and to gain confidence in their competences.

There is a wide use of technology in our institution both for the administration and for the didactic material and we also have yearly courses for the training of teachers on new ICT programs and technologies.

Teachers involved in the hospital school at times use technology for e-learning and video conference with those students under intensive care or with particular problems and to keep records of the students and of the activities.

